
Edenizing Gone Awry?
In the certification survey of a facility, eight deficiencies were cited, including one for inadequate supervision of residents. The CMS imposed penalties, and the facility appealed. On appeal, the case came before an administrative law judge. In his decision, the judge upheld the deficiencies and the fines imposed based on the care of eight residents, seven of whom had sustained repeated falls and one resident was injured during transfer when a mechanical lift that was ordered by the resident’s physician was not used. Three of the deficiencies were classified as “immediate jeopardy,” which carried a penalty of $3,050 per day.
Prior to the incidents, the facility had implemented the Eden Alternative program, which was supported by the facility’s medical director. During the court hearing, the facility’s administrator argued that Eden promotes residents’ mobility and ability to express preferences, recognizing that there will be ensuing risks and that Eden promotes allowing residents to take reasonable risks and enjoy the last years of their lives. The administrator further asserted that the state’s legislature had mandated that facilities employ the Eden Alternative program in care delivery. The facility’s medical director testified that the facility “embraces the philosophy of a resident-centered environment. We promote residents making their preferences known. Even if these preferences are considered by some to be poor, we recognize that permitting freedom and quality of life includes risks.”
Answer Questions
1. What main lesson can you derive from this case?
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Based on what you would have learned, did the facility follow the law?Explain.
3. Was edenizing a mistake? If not, how could the nursing home administrator have prevented the deficiencies while also edenizing the facility?
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